
~ he film war between Fuji and Ko-
dak continues at a very heated
pace. The battleground is on the

color negative front, and the winner is
not Fuji or Kodak—it's all the photogra-
phers using these new high-tech films.
Recently, Kodak introduced several new
films with the "VR-G" label. These new
"sharper color" films gave outstanding
results, opening new doors to quality in
color films. Not to be outdone, Fuji just
released its newest weapons, Fujicolor
Super HR color negative films, which
match Kodak's new levels of quality.

Fuji's new Super HR100 and Super
HR400 films have several improvements
over the older versions. Color saturation
and image sharpness have been im-

4 X 6-inch prints which look like contact
prints from large format films.

The tonal range of the Super HR films
has been increased to accommodate
the variety of lighting situations facing to-
day's photographers. While testing the
films, we discovered the Super HR100
and Super HR400 had an exposure lati-
tude that almost eliminates incorrect ex-
posures. Both films handled exposures
from two stops underexposed to four
stops overexposed, giving a six-stop lati-
tude. We experienced no incorrect expo-
sures in the 24 rolls used for testing.

Both films are balanced for daylight
but can be used under almost any light-
ing condition, with or without filtration.
This is especially true of mixed lighting,
which is very difficult to capture with the
various slide films available today.

L-COUPLER AND DS GRAIN
These remarkable improvements are

related to further advancements in Fuji's
exclusive L-Coupler and DS Grain tech-
nologies, introduced in 1983. Basically,
the L-Coupler allows higher density of
couplers for more efficient dye forma-
tion. As a result of this L-Coupler tech-
nique, Fuji has developed thinner emul-
sion layers which allow improved sharp-
ness. Dye image dark fading has been
reduced, allowing extended film storage
with maximum quality retention.

Fuji's double structure silver halide
grain sensitivity, called Super DS Grain,
allows the film to respond selectively to
various light sources, enabling the film to
capture vibrant colors in the highlights
and still hold detail in the deep shadows.
This new Super DS Grain also keeps the
film from fogging during storage of unde-
veloped film. This gives the photogra-
pher the freedom to shoot one roll one
day and another in a couple of weeks,
and process them together with no dif-
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SUPER HR400

DO&400: New weapons

Guess who the winner is?
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Text and Photos by jack & Sue Drafaht

Ever since Dr. Eclgerton in-
Using

vented the electronic flash, it I

has become an invaluable tool in photogra-

phy. If you have a camera, chances are that

you probably have a flash. It has become such an

integral part of photography that most shooters take

their electronic flashes for granted. The flash allows

you to literally freeze action or capture a fleeting mo-

ment in time in a photo, or just helps you light up the

world. Fortunately, with today's flash systems, the TTL con-

trol does all the exposure calculations for you. Here are a few

tips on how to use your electronic flash more effectively.

Using the Flash for Sidel ightin* '

)hotogra- Dramatic lighting can be produced by moving

are that the flash off-camera. This is usually done with a

2 such an special TTL sync cord available from your flash

3ters take manufacturer. If you want the flash as the dominant

sh allows light source, and the sunlight second, you will have to

;ting mo- set the flash compensation to +Y-, or +2A stop. The camera

it up the itself is then set to either —A or —% stop exposure. This will

TTL con- bring the overall exposure down to the correct level. Brack-

are a few eting of lighting ratio is accomplished by changing the distance

rely. of the flash from the subject.
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Flash.
(Continued from page 31)

Using the Flash in a /
S o f t b o x or U m b r e l l a 4 \

'w

Another method of control-
ling reflected strobe lighting
is using studio umbrellas or
softboxes. Most studio pho- .f*
tography is best accom-
plished when using these I
tools because the results • :

are repeatable. These
X ' '(studio accessories are

designed for minimal
light loss, usually a
couple of f-stops.
If you use more than one umbrella, make sure they are of
the same type, as different brands give off slightly different
color balances.
Softboxes work great for small parts, jewelry, and highly re-
flective pieces. Some of the most difficult photography is of
reflective parts. It is as if you are photographing a mirror.

O

The product reflects everything in the room. The trick is
to make the room white, and confined. The best solution is what we call a "tent." The concept is very much like a soft-
box, except that the subject is in the box and the flash is on the outside. The camera usually shoots through a small
hole in the side.

Multiple Flash

Total lighting control can be accomplished by using more than one flash. If the scene is
large and sync cords are out of the question, then a slave flash is the solution. Cave
photography is a good example of a situation where this is necessary. The main flash
trigger is mounted on the camera and one or two slaved flash units are placed in

H the scene in order to spread the light evenly. If you have to place the slave flash-, . . .
es in the camera's view, make sure that they are pointed at an angle away from
the lens. This will minimize lens flare. Placing the slave flash out of view will
require a couple of test firings to make sure the slave sensors react to the main

jJk, •; , flash. If it does not fire, keep changing the angle of the slave, until it picks
up a bounce reflection from the main flash. In most cases this will be a man-

^V; ual exposure, so bracket, bracket, and when all else fails, bracket.

Flash- f i l l for Better Portraits

Shooting portraits outdoors can result in contrasty scenes with harsh shadows.
When the flash is used to fill-in the shadows, it must be controlled so that

it does not overpower the scene. On most flash units today you bias the
output of the flash so that it has less output than with direct flash. In most
cases -% to -% gives the best ratio. If you use the Auto mode on your
camera, you will have to adjust the aperture until your shutter-speed set-
ting is within the flash sync range (generally l^o-Mso). Shutter-priority
users will have to turn the aperture until the exposure bar inside the
camera tells you that you are within an acceptable exposure range.
Program mode only requires adjusting the flash. You should brack-
et your main camera exposure the first time you try flash-fill. Some
cameras tend to overexpose when used in a flash-fill capacity.

As you can see, your electronic flash is not just for sitting on top of your camera. Elec-
tronic flash offers versatility and variety to your pictures. Put a little flash in your life! •


